
Replacing Center Vent Wheel Light 

 
For this job you would need a Phillips (star) screwdriver and the radio removal tools. If 
you feel you are challenged in finger strength, you may want to invest in a plastic wedge 
to help with levering off some covers and trim. You should also have the radio code 
handy, since you will be removing the radio. If you don’t have the code, don’t despair! 
You’ll then need somebody to hold the radio, since the wires should long enough to do 
the work without disconnecting the wires if someone supports the radio. 
 
The bulbs can either be obtained from the dealer at about $2.50 each, or you can buy a 
pack of 2 at Pepboys or Kragen for about $2.99.  
 
It is also important to note where each screw is removed, since they are not all 
interchangeable.  
 
TIP: Frequently you can turn the screw back into the hole after you have removed the 
part. Alternately, put the screw with the part that it held. 
 
Level of difficulty:  2 of 10 
Pucker factor:  3 of 10 
Time required:            30 minutes 
 
 
First start by removing this cover after opening the passenger front door. 
 

 



Next remove this Phillips screw. 
 

 
 
Now remove the speaker grill by first pushing up until the front releases and then pull 
back. 

 



Remove the trim strip by first pulling it away from the console … 

 
 
until you reach this 3rd clip (just above the glove box release) and the release the rest by 
sliding the strip towards the door. 

 



Now remove the radio by inserting the 2 keys fully into the slots at the lower corners of 
the radio. Note that the keys are specific regarding left and right side. Once you have 
fully inserted the keys, pull the radio out. 

 
 
Unplug the antenna wire, the fiber optic cable and the 2 large plugs on the left rear side of 
the radio. Note that although it looks like there are 3 plugs on the left rear of the radio, it 
lower ‘two’ plugs are actually a single plug. Also note that upper plug has a single tab 
and the lower big plug has two tabs that need to be depressed to remove the plug. 
 
If you don’t have the radio code, pull the radio forward as far as possible, and have 
somebody hold it in place. 
 



TIP: To remove the key tool from the radio, depress the tab as indicated in the picture 
below. 

 
 
Remove the air conditioner controls using the same tools. Unplug the air conditioner 
plugs by depressing the tab indicated by the red arrow in the picture below, and then 
swinging the gray collar back (as indicated by the green arrow) until it is laying flat. Then 
pull the plug out. 

   
 



Now remove the 2 screws that are visible in the radio slot (indicated below). 
 

 
 
You should now be able to remove the wooden trim that fills the area from the radio slot 
to just below the air vent. It pulls of very easily. 
 
Next remove the two screws holding the vent as indicated in the photo below. 

 



Remove the vent by wriggling it up and down while pulling forward. It slips out quite 
easy. Remove the bulb holder at the position indicated on the picture below.  

  
 
Replace the bulb, test it and you’re ready to start reassembly. 
 
Reassembly is just the reverse of the process followed to get here. Make that you have 
tucked the wires in neatly before you reinstall the vent. They fit into in narrow ledge at 
the top of the vent. 
 
When reinstalling the air conditioner controls, make sure that you have pushed the plug 
fully in and that the collar has been pulled back and locked into place. Both the air 
conditioner and the radio are just pushed back in – no tools required in the slots. Of 
course you should remember to replace the two screws before re-installing the radio. 
 
IMPORTANT: DO NOT PRESS ON THE RADIO OR AIR CONDITIONER 

DISPLAY SCREENS WHEN PUSHING THEM IN. YOU MAY DAMAGE THE 

DISPLAY SCREEN. 

 
 
  


