
Replacing Driver Side Vent Wheel Light 
 
For this job you would need a Phillips (star) screwdriver and needle nose pliers. If you 
feel you are challenged in finger strength, you may want to invest in a plastic wedge to 
help with levering off some covers and trim. 
 
The bulbs can either be obtained from the dealer at about $2.50 each, or you can buy a 
pack of 2 at Pepboys or Kragen for about $2.99.  
 
It is also important to note where each screw is removed, since they are not all 
interchangeable.  
 
TIP: Frequently you can turn the screw back into the hole after you have removed the 
part. Alternately, put the screw with the part that it held. 
 
Level of difficulty:  2 of 10 
Pucker factor:  6 of 10 
Time required             1+ hour 
 
The pucker factor was relatively high for me, since you have to use force to remove some 
very visible trim pieces. They are stronger than they look, but it is important never to 
suddenly jerk on the trim to get it off. Rather apply a constant increasing force until it 
comes off. Remember my grandpa’s words: “Force it is wonderful thing – with the right 
force you can move mountains. But, with force, you can also break off your finger in 
your own a$&”. 
 
VERY IMPORTANT! You will release the emergency brake during the work, so 

ensure that the car is parked on level ground and that the wheels are blocked if 

necessary. 

  



Start by removing the fuse cover on the driver side. Next remove the screw shown in the 
picture below. 

 
 



Push the speaker grill up until it is above the surrounding dashboard, and then pull it out 
towards the back off the car to slide out the front tabs. 
 

 
 
Remove the trim strip by just pulling it straight off, starting closest to the door. 

 



 
Next remove the kneepad under the dash. Start by removing the black vent on the center 
tunnel. Although it would seem as if it is held by a black plastic screw, this is not the 
case. The ‘screw’ is a push-in post. Remove the vent by lifting it out as shown in the 
picture below. 

 
 
Next release the screws underneath the knee bolster. Mine had 2 screws in, but I think 
there may have been a third one right at the edge closest to the door. See picture below 
for screw locations. 

 



 
Once you have removed the screws, drop the bolster down by pulling down, starting 
closest to the door. It is held in place by 2 pins that push through slots in the dash panel, 
one on each side of the bolster. Under the steering column it is just a friction fit over 
some protrusions. You don’t need to remove the bolster, just let it hang down as shown in 
the picture. 
 

 
 
The next step may be the most frustrating part of the whole job, namely the removal of 
the emergency brake release handle. For this you need some needle nose pliers. First 
release your emergency brake. Next push your head in under the dashboard and find the 
cable that runs to the handle. The cable has a round metal tab at the end that fits into a 
hole in the handle, similar to the cable brakes used on bicycles. Grab the cable with the 
pliers where it exits the handle, and move it about 10 degrees horizontally towards the 
center of the car and then pull down. If you look at the picture of the handle below, you 
can just make out a white line, offset at an angle of about 10 degrees. This is the slot 
where the cable has to come out. The reason for the offset is that once the cable is pulled 
tight, it centers itself away from the exit slot and it thus won’t fall out. Once you have 
released the cable, the handle just pulls out. 



 
 
You are now ready to start on the removal of the actual vent. Remove the upper screw as 
indicated on the picture below. 

 



Next remove the three screws indicated on the picture below. 

 
Now you can do the actual vent removal. Ensure that the vent wheel is turned UP as far 
as it can go, that is it should be pointing to the ‘window defrost’ position. This positions 
the valves in the optimum position to clear the dash opening and upper vent tube. 
Pull the vent gently forward while at the same time pulling up on the upper vent tube. 
The upper vent tube is held in place by 2 tabs in the front, and these simultaneous actions 
releases the tabs. See the picture below. 
 

 



Below is a picture indicating the position of the bulb for the vent wheel, next to the light 
switch. Note that it is not in or even close to the vent wheel! The light is transported from 
the bulb to the wheel by a light carrying fiber. 

 
 
Below is a picture of the vent indicating the parts involved in the vent wheel light. 

 



Removing the bulb can be quite a delicate task. If you still have the original bulb in, it 
will have a plastic base. In this case, you can lever it out with a small sharp object like an 
awl or a darning needle. Later bulbs don’t have a plastic base, and in this case your best 
bet is to slip a thin rubber hose over the bulb and then use pliers to gently grip the bulb 
where it is covered by the rubber pipe and pull. 
  
Below is a picture comparing the old and new bulbs and a matchstick. Also in the picture 
is the box in which the dealer sells the bulb. Maybe the box explains why the new bulb 
no longer has a nice plastic base. 
 

 
 
Before fitting the new bulb, ensure that the copper contact wires are straight and not 
wrapping around the base or crossing to the other side of the base. Ensure that you have 
the bulb oriented correctly and just push it in. Here the small rubber tube may again come 
in handy to hold the bulb while inserting it into the socket. After inserting the bulb, it is a 
good idea to turn on your lights to see if it is working. 
 
If it is working, you can now start putting every thing back in the reverse order. Push the 
vent unit in and just before it is fully in, insert the upper vent tube and push down. You 
may have to wiggle around a bit to ensure that the tabs on the upper vent tube catches on 
the vent unit, but it is not too difficult.  
 



Also ensure that the tab indicated in the picture below, slides into the slot on the light 
switch unit. If not, you are setting yourself up for a nice rattle when you drive! 

 
 
 Be careful when you tighten the upper screw on the vent unit, since the plastic is very 
thin there. Mine was already cracked when I open it up, so it was probably over tightened 
at some time in the past. 
 
Once you have to 3 bottom screws in and tightened, you can insert the emergency brake 
release handle. Make sure that you got it the right side up, since it can go in upside down 
as well. TIP: The P on the handle should be the right way around. Put the metal tab on the 
end of the cable in the hole on the lever. Hold it in place with a screwdriver. Take the 
needle nose pliers and pull the cable to the centre of the car until it slips into the groove 
in the handle. Push up with the pliers and pull the cable to the center of the handle. It may 
also help to pull the handle out in order to force the cable to move away from the groove 
to the centre. 
 
Fit back the knee bolster. Start on the transmission tunnel side. Insert the tabs into the 
holes on the transmission tunnel and push upwards to seat them. As you can see in the 
photograph below, the tabs have an upwards curl.   



 
 
Keep working from the centre of the car towards the outside. Push the right-hand upper 
tab through its hole in the dash, and then do the one on closest to the door. Now push up 
on the portion below the steering column until it clicks in place. Ensure that it properly 
seated over its full width and then screw in the 2 (or 3) retaining screws. 
Reseat the black plastic vent on the transmission tunnel by first inserting the front tabs 
and then pushing down on the rear side. 
 
Reinstall the trim strip by aligning the holes and then push it in. 
 
Reinstall the speaker grill by first inserted the font tabs into their holes (front of the car, 

furthest away from you) and then push down on the grill until it is fully seated and flush 
with the surrounding dash. Screw in the screw in the fuse box area. 
 
Replace the fuse cover. 
 
Wait for sunset and then enjoy your vent wheel light!! 
 
 
 


