
Market analysis 

 

From a "value retainer" to a classic 
 

• Mercedes passenger cars have the highest value retention 

• Value increase of over 150 percent for the SL sports cars of the 50s 

• Dream cars from the 70s and 80s are the classics of tomorrow 

 

Innovative technology, sophisticated design and outstanding durability make 

Mercedes passenger cars the world’s most desirable and value-retaining 

automobiles. They achieve the highest resale prices in almost all age categories, 

and are therefore well-known as "value retainers" by independent specialists. This 

year Mercedes-Benz reasserted its leading position in the hitlist of cars with a 

high value retention even further, and is the most successful brand. Five 

Mercedes models proved best in their class in the statistics compiled by "Auto-

Bild" and the market research institute Bähr & Fess Forecast.  

 

According to the "Auto Bild" value forecast, the resale price achieved by an  

SLK 200 KOMPRESSOR in three years will still be 68.5 percent of its present new 

price – putting it at the top of this year’s value hitlist. The Mercedes ML 320 CDI 

off-roader is likewise one of Germany’s most value-retaining cars; according to the 

forecast, it will achieve a residual value of 67 percent of the current new price in 

three years time. Other Mercedes models considered highly desirable by market 

observers include the A 150, B 180 CDI, C 220 CDI, CLS 320 CDI, S 320 CDI and 

R 280 CDI, which have the highest value retention in their respective classes. 

According to "Auto Bild", anybody purchasing one of these new cars in 2007 can 

expect to resell them for between 58 and 66 percent of their new price in three 

years time.    
 

A look at the market for historic automobiles shows that purchasing a Mercedes-

Benz can be an investment with a high return. Here too, Mercedes-Benz is the 

leading brand. The demand for classic cars bearing the Mercedes star is rising 

constantly, which means that some dream cars have meanwhile become highly 

sought-after collectors’ items whose value has increased out of all proportion.  



 

Page 2 The specialists at the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center are currently registering the 

largest increases for the Roadsters, Convertibles and Coupés of the 1950s and 

1960s. Some examples: 
 

• Mercedes-Benz 300 SL (W 198 I): 1400 examples of the "Gullwing" were 

built between 1954 and 1957. Its new price at the time was DM 29,000.  
 

• Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Roadster (W198 II): The open-top version of the 

sports car was introduced in 1957, and 1858 were produced. The new price 

was DM 32,500. 
 

• Mercedes-Benz 300d Cabriolet D (W 189): The Convertible variant of the 

large Mercedes-Benz appeared in 1957, and only 65 examples were produced 

until spring 1962 – the price was DM 35,500.  
 

• Mercedes-Benz 280 SE 3.5 Cabriolet (W 111): 1232 examples of this 

Convertible with a 147 kW/200 hp eight-cylinder engine were produced 

between November 1969 and July 1971. The new price was DM 34,130. 

 

Over the last eight years alone, the value of these four Mercedes rarities has 

increased by more than 150 percent. A 300 SL "Gullwing" for which aficionados 

paid around 205,000 Euro in 1998 is now worth well over 510,000 Euro. By way 

of comparison, and taking fluctuations into account, the German share index 

(DAX) increased from 5002 to 6596 points over the same period, i.e. by around  

32 percent. 
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Page 3 Classics of tomorrow 

 

In the opinion of specialists at Mercedes-Benz, Roadsters, Convertibles and sporty 

Saloons from the seventies and eighties are the classic cars of tomorrow. They 

expect an above-average increase in the value of certain of these models over the 

next few years, for example:  
 

• Mercedes-Benz 450 SLC (C 107): The SLC Coupés in the Roadster series of 

the period were produced from 1971 to 1981. Mercedes-Benz delivered a total 

of around 62,800 examples of this model. 
 
• Mercedes-Benz E 320 Cabriolet (A 124): Mercedes-Benz produced around 

27,600 four-seater convertibles in this model series between 1992 and 1997. 

The 162 kW/220 hp six-cylinder E 320 was particularly popular. 
 
• Mercedes-Benz 500 E/E 500 (W 124): Around 10,400 examples of the most 

powerful model (240 kW/326 hp) in the E-Class of the time were produced 

between 1991 and 1993.  
 
• Mercedes-Benz SL-Class (R 129): The R 129 Roadster was launched in 1989 

and remained in the Mercedes range until 2001. Around 200,000 examples of 

this model were produced. 
 

• Mercedes-Benz 190 E 2.3 16 (W 201): The four-cylinder engine in the sporty 

variant of the Model 190 generated an output of 136 kW/185 hp. The 190 E 

2.5 16 with 143 kW/195 hp appeared in 1988. A total of 25,200 examples of 

the 16-valve model were produced.  

 

Classic cars as an economic factor 

 

The market for classic cars has been growing for years. In Europe as a whole, 

sales in this sector generate around 17 billion Euro and private sales alone 

account for a turnover of around 760 million Euro.  

 



 

Page 4 More than 1.5 million classic vehicles are currently registered in the European 

Union. In 2006, the Federal Motor Transport Authority in Germany registered 

more than 140,000 passenger cars with an "H"-plate (first registration before 
January 1, 1976) – around 13 percent more than in the year before. One in every 

five of the classic cars registered is older than 50 years.   

 

 
 


