
FIRST 

You need to remove the plastic cover that houses the two air filters.  Remove air intake hoses, then lift 

up one side then another.  It is only held on with little clips over some rubber posts.  A little pressure 

and up if will come. 
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SECOND 

Find the mass air flow sensor.  It is located at the back of the block, near the fire wall.  It is a round 

device with a mesh screen.  It will be dead center on the back of the block.  On the left side of it halfway 

down there will be an electric plug.  Unplug the electric connection and pull it to the left so that it is out 

of the way.   
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THIRD 

You will need to remove this device from its existing location.  I highly suggest you do this on a cold 

engine or you will burn your hands and forearm on the top of the block.  You won’t need any tools, but a 

flat head screw driver will make it easier to pry things. 

 

 

You can unplug the connector by squeezing it and pulling.  There are not necessarily any tools needed to 

remove this plug.  However, as it probably has been in ther for a while, and is going to be tight, and this 

is where a flat head (blade) screwdriver will come in handy.  As you can see the hand room is tight, so 

you can gently pry with the screwdriver while wiggling the plug and it will come out. 
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On the side nearest the firewall, there is a small metal clip.  Simply push it back toward the firewall and 

wiggle the sensor upwards out of the socket it is resting in.  It once again may be advantageous to use a 

small slot head (blade) screw driver to pry the sensor upwards.  Be forwarned there is also a clip you will 

need to release on the front of the device, subsequently when you try to remove it, this may pop closed 

again and you will need to repeat the process.  I found removing this one first allowed me to angle the 

sensor towards the front of the car which gave me a better angle at removing the next clip. 

 

  

Small Metal Clip 



 

 

To the left here is the close up a ring type clip which is going 

around the sensor.  The portion where it clasps in a 

“handshake” fashion is towards the front of the car next to 

the enging block.  I found that by removing the clip nearest 

the firewall (discussed above) you can lean the sensor 

towards the block and give you some room to unclasp the 

clip shown above and to the left.   As previously a flat head 

(blade) screw driver allowed me to prior the “handshake” 

apart without breaking it.  Once the “handshake” has been 

broken, simply separate the two end pieces and remove it 

from the mass airflow sensor.  Once it is out of the way, you can just wiggle the sensor out.  You may 

need to do a slight pry job, but I did not, it just came out with a couple of little twists and a small rocking 

motion. 
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FOURTH 

Once you pull out the sensor, it should look like the photo below.  The one on the left is the old one, the 

one on the right is the new one.  Since it is OEM, naturally the look identical.  The Dealer will want you 

to pay upwards of $385.00 for this part.  (they also claim it takes three hours to do this ten minute job).  

I purchased a new OEM Bosch sensor from Autohausaz online at www.autohausaz.com at a very 

reasonable price.  As of September 2012, the price from Autohausaz was $186.39 U.S. Dollars.  This also 

included free shipping within the U.S. 

 

 

FIFTH 

Literally reverse the process in the same order.  Take the caps off of the new sensor.  If you were not 

paying attention and forgot which end to put down into the block, it is easy, just remember the mesh 

goes on top.  Then put the round clip on, seat the device in the socket and firewall side clip will close 

automatically, plug in the electric plug, put on the engine cover and re-attach the two hoses.  You are 

done now, in about ten minutes and you are about $500 ahead of what the dealer charges to do this. 

Questions: stevenscottwest@gmail.com 

http://www.autohausaz.com/

