
Replacing Lateral Movement Sensor 

 

To replace the sensor, you have to remove the center console – the part running from to 

gearshift to the rear bulkhead. 

 

First remove the 2 10mm nuts hidden below the carpet in the storage compartment as 

shown in the picture below. 

 

 



 

Next remove the chrome trim around the gearshift. Lift it up with a plastic wedge as 

shown below. You can also probably use a small screwdriver, but be careful not to 

damage the surrounding trim. 

 

 
 



Next is the part that was the most difficult for me. You have to remove the wood trim that 

contains the window switches. Use again your plastic wedge and lift it up as shown in the 

picture below. Mine was very difficult to get out until I discover that the best area to lift 

is in the left lower corner, since that is the closest point to one of the tabs. A narrower 

wedge would probably have worked better, since it would allow you to get close to the 

corner. The tabs are basically in line with the corners. Once you have release the tabs at 

the rear, pull the trim towards the back of the car and at a slight angle up. 

 

 
 



Next remove the 2 screws indicated below. 

 

 
 



Now remove the rubber cover from the handbrake handle. Although many people have 

complained that it is very difficult, mine slipped off very easy. Remove the console by 

forcing it slightly to the rear of the car, until it has move back sufficiently for the tabs on 

the front of the rear part to clear the front half of the center console. Lift the console up 

and lay it to the side. For this job you do not need to release any of the cables. Be careful 

not to lift too much, since there is also a vacuum line running to the console lid lock. In 

the picture below, you can now see the location of the lateral movement/acceleration 

sensor indicated. It is underneath the silver bracket. 

 

 
 

 



Remove the cable attached to the sensor. Note that in usual Mercedes fashion, the plug 

has a tab that has to be lifted while you pull the plug out. The tab is on the side of the 

plug facing the rear of the car. Remove the silver bracket of the sensor by levering it with 

a screw driver between the sensor and the bracket. The bracket folds towards the driver 

side (USA) of the car. See picture below. 

 

 
 



Below is a picture of the new sensor in the package and the old one. The part number is 

A163 542 06 18. 

 

 
 

Put the new sensor in the cradle and snap the bracket back into position.  

Plug in the sensor cable.  

Replace the console after ensuring that all the cables are properly routed and not pinching 

underneath the console. Also make sure that the tabs at the front end of the console, slips 

in underneath the gearshift portion of the console.  

Replace the 2 screws in the front and the 2 nuts at the back. 

Replace the wood trim. Note that there are tabs at the front that need to slide in 

underneath the storage tray and ash tray, so you have to slide it in with the rear part 

slightly raised. Press down firmly until it clicks in place. 

Replace the chrome trim. This is also just a push-down until the tabs lock in place. 

 

The MB documentation that I saw, mentions that you have to do adaptation procedures 

when replacing the sensor. I did not have the procedures, so I did some guessing, based 

on adaptation procedures I’ve seen for some other sensors. In this case, I just turned the 

ignition switch to position 2 and left it on for more than 90 seconds before turning it off. 

Whether this is correct or even required I don’t know, but I’ve had no BAS/ESP light or 

any problems since. 

 


