
 

                                   

Photo Montage Tutorial 
by Marc Leydecker (Belga)



Who doesn't want to have a nice Photo of his/hers Mercedes?
Unfortunately, the time or surroundings are not always perfect … thus we are going to cheat.

What do we need?

• A camera (for web purposes even some of the newer phones might suffice)

• For interior pics an 8mm lens (ultra wide angle) is a big benefit.

• A collection of backgrounds. It might sound silly but anytime I see an interesting sky, I 
take a couple of photographs and throw them in my “sky” folder.

• Photo Editing software. (in this tutorial I use Photoshop but there are plenty good 
freeware packages around)

• Some patience, coffee or a beer.

Open the original photo in your editing software.

Step 1 License Plate
Draw a marque (selection) around 
the license plate number and use a 
filter to obscure the number. I used 
the Crystallize filter.

You could also copy and paste 
individual numbers/letters to create 
your own.

Step 2 Mask (trace) the car
I could probably write a 100 page tutorial on masking techniques.
Each person has a different way of accomplishing the task.

I stick with the Polygonal Lasso and Elliptical Marque tools.



For “round” objects, use the Elliptical tool.
Note the circular selection around the mirror light

Anything else can be achieved with the Polygon Lasso tool.

Make sure you “ADD” to the selection.

Using the  Polygon Lasso tool, keep on adding to the 
selection. The curved areas do not have to be super perfect.

Voila, you now have a rough selection of your car.
Using the Polygon tool, it is virtually impossible to make smooth curves like the mirrors or 
fenders but we'll fix that in the next step.

Step 3 Refine the mask
Click the Refine Edge button.

Slide Contrast to around 30.
Smooth to whatever setting is needed 
to smooth the mask. (62 in the 
example)
Set Output to Selection and click OK.



Note that the is mask is now smooth but TOO smooth 
in some areas.
You notice in the top picture that the smooth selection 
no longer touches the mirror.

Take again the Polygonal Tool and subtract from the 
selection.

Looks a lot better!
Unfortunately the subtraction might create some 
raggedy edges.
Click the Refine Edge button again.
Slide Contrast to around 30.
Set Smooth to 1 or 3 pixels (removes raggedy edges)
Set Output to New Layer and click OK.

Almost Done !!!

Step 4 Remove the windows
Using the same techniques, remove the rear window.



Step 5 Create new windows
Create a new layer below the car.
Draw a rough selection and fill with blue (whatever your 
tinted window colours is).

Set the layer transparency of the window to around 
80%.

Step 6 Import the background
Create a new layer below the car layer and paste and 
scale your background.
You should have 3 layers by now.

• Masked Car

• Window

• Sky or Background

The background transition is too abrupt.
So we create a layer mask and smooth the transition.



Note the Layer Mask in the Sky Layer. (Black is transparent, white is opaque)

Step 7 Create a border.
Trick of the trade....
Put a black border around your picture.
Although it does not change the colours or hue of the image, it will enhance the contrast to 
our eyes.
Weird he? But it works!



The finished montage.

Some other examples
Interiour taken with 8mm lens.





ENJOY,

Marc
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