
Mercedes-Benz Chassis Codes Explained 

By working in a Mercedes shop, I have the opportunity to be around Mercedes both old and new. When you line up several cars of the 

same model side-by-side you can easily see how they have evolved through the years. I became fascinated with the history of certain 

models and what they represent. I thought I would research and share what I have learned to other enthusiasts. 

Mercedes-Benz chassis codes can be confusing to a newcomer. There is some method to the madness but at other times it can seem 

just random. The C-Class is an excellent example of model naming simplicity. If only they had followed suit for every model line… 

I have written a basic guide that covers the vast majority of cars you or I will get our hands on. First I will start with the letter prefix at 

the beginning of a chassis code. Then I will explain the models by chassis and their lineage. I will do my best to only describe models 

that were available for the North American market. 

 

Chassis Prefixes 

W, used for short wheelbase sedans and SUVs. This is the most common prefix you will find. 

V, used for long wheelbase sedans. This is mostly used for S-classes as they were offered in standard and extended wheelbase models. 

R, used for 2-seater roadsters. This is used for the SL and SLK cars. 

C, used for coupes. These must have a fixed hardtop. 

S, used for station wagons, usually E-Classes. 

A, used for cabriolet cars. This is only used for cars with folding softtops. If the car has a removable or foldable hardtop it receives an R 

designation. 

X, used for SUVs that are designed from an already existing platform. An example is the X164 GL which is directly related to the W164 

ML. 
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I have organized the following cars by model line with a few notes. With this, you will be able to see patterns and differences in the 

chassis code naming structure. 

C-Class: Mercedes’ first compact car. 

 

W202 C36 AMG 

W 201: 84-93. Was named the 190E or 190D 

W 202: 94-00. First official C-Class and production AMG car, the C36 

W/C/S 203: 01-07 

W/C 204: 08-14 

W/C 205: 15-current 
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E-Class: Mercedes’ midsize offering that traces its heritage to pre-WWII vehicles. 

W/C 114/115: 68-76 

W/S/C 123: 77-85. Unstoppable. 

W/S/C/A 124: 86-95. Introduced 4matic – Mercedes all-wheel drive system 

W/S 210: 96-02. Introduced traction control 

W/S 211: 03-09. Along with the R230, introduced brake by wire or SBC 

W/S 212: 10-current 

 

E-Class up to the W211 
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S-Class: Mercedes’ flagship that introduces many of the new technologies. 

W/V/C/A 108/109: 65-73. Probably my favorite Mercedes. Built to a standard instead of a price point. 

W/V 116: 73-80. First car to introduce ABS 

W/V/C 126: 81-91. First car to introduce airbags 

W/V/C 140: 92-99. First car to offer a V12 engine 

W/V 220: 00-06. Offered air or hydraulic suspension 

V/C 221: 07-13 

V/C 222: 14-current 

 

S-Class up to the V221 
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CL-Class: basically a coupe version of the S-class. Model names get pretty weird here. 

C107: 72-82, named SLC-Class. Was the answer to tightening safety regulations which nearly outlawed convertibles. Based on the R107. 

C126: 81-91, named SEC-Class 

C140: 93-99, named S-Class (93-97)or CL-Class (98-99) 

C215: 00-05, named CL-Class 

C216: 06-14, named CL-Class 

C217: 15-current, named S-Class 

CLS-Class: Mercedes invented the “four-door coupe” with the CLS. It is based on a comparable E-Class. 

 

W219 CLS550 

W219: 06-11. Offers 2+2 seating 

W218: 12-current 
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G-Class: Offroad military vehicle adapted for civilian use. It was introduced in 02 in North America. 

W 460/461/463: 79-current. Constantly updated to remain competitive. Deep down inside its still a knuckle-dragging utility vehicle. 

ML-Class: Mercedes’ first dedicated sport-utility vehicle. 

W 163: 98-05 

W 164: 06-12. Unibody design as opposed to the body-on-frame of W163 

W 166: 13-current 

GL-Class: essentially an extended wheelbase ML-Class. Offers a 3rd row seat. 

X 164: 07-12 

X 166: 13-current 

R-Class: a strange crossover that shared its architecture with the W164. 

V251: 06-11 

The G-wagen, GL, ML, and R-Class                          
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GLK-Class: small SUV based on the W204 C-Class. 

X 204: 10-current 

CLK-Class: available in hardtop and softtop versions. Architecture is much like a comparable C-Class. 

 

An A209 CLK550 

C/A 208: 98-03 

C/A 209: 03-09 

C/A 207: 10-current, named E-Class but is a direct successor to the CLK 

SLK-Class: Mercedes first small roadster. 

R170: 98-04 

R171: 05-11 

R172: 12-current 
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SL-Class: roadster that traces its lineage to the 300SL racecars of the 1950s. 

 

A groovy R107 450SL 

R107: 72-89 

R129: 90-02. Introduced automatic folding softtop 

R230: 03-11. Introduced automatic folding hardtop 

R231: 12-present 

So there you have it, a rundown of the most common models and their pedigree. There are many obscure and brand new models I 

could have mentioned but they are probably not relevant to the typical DIY’er. Stay tuned for articles describing model name 

architecture and common engines/transmissions. 
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